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Who is this guy

• Vincent D. Warmerdam

• data guy @ GoDataDriven

• from Amsterdam
• avid Python, R and js user.

• give open sessions in R/Python

• minor user of scala, julia, clang.

• blog: koaning.io

• twitter: @fishnets88

• hobby: data hacking (video) games



Pokemon: A Game
python, javascript, R, Rcpp, dplyr, ggplot, ditto, scala, shiny, 
mongo, html5, bootstrap, git, d3, leaflet, sawk, pandas, feebas, 
numpy, scikit, nltk, crebase, juypter, h2o, onyx, lodash, 
tensorflow, docker, django, flask, neo4j, vulpix, selenium, node, 
hadoop, hoopa, impala, spark, azurill, ansible, hadoop, 
mapreduce
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Recruiters: we expect you to understand which are pokemon 
and which aren't. 



Pokemon: Red/Blue



Pokemon Science



Pokemon: Theory
Searching fan websites gave me formulas. 

 

 



Pokemon: Data
Searching fan websites gave me data.







A bit of financial maths
Here  is the expected 'win' and  is the risk of losing.

 





Good portfolio of pokemon
                 mu    sigma

Wigglytuff 2.296484 3.173598
Snorlax    3.267974 3.917765
Exeggutor  2.349300 5.135687
Mewtwo     2.827446 5.332813
Muk        2.370720 5.680507



And then this 
happend ...



Guess when the post was written
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Why this matters: 
• pokemon is relatively complicated 

• a good tactic without any domain knowledge 



Main takeaway
• We can quickly bootstrap solutions for problems with open 

source tools if we have data.

• If you don't have the data, consider generating it yourself 
with a few assumptions or scraping it. 

• I use video games as an example but obviously this 
approach goes beyond video games. We really can make 
the world (or a business) a whole lot better with data.



More info?
Check out the blogpost at koaning.io. 

http://koaning.io/pokemon-recommendations.html


One more thing ...
... at the risk of sounding silly: que the Dutch accent.



You must come to 
Amsterdam!

























Best Reason to Visit Amsterdam!

12-13 March 2016





Come to Amsterdam!
1. Did you do something awesome in 2015? 

CFP is still open (you talk, ticket = free)!

2. Do you commit to cool projects? 
We'd love to some more tutorials (also free tickets)!

3. Tickets are going fast, we can only have 300 people. 

4. We'd love to see our London neighbords represented! 


